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Top 300 Organizations  
Granted U.S. Patents in 2009

IPO DOES NOT INTEND TO ENCOURAGE MORE PATENTING IN THE U.S.

This annual report listing the organizations that received the most U.S. utility patents is being published by IPO for 
the 27th consecutive year. It is based on data obtained from the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office. Patents granted 
to parent and subsidiary companies are combined in some instances. See the end notes for background on how the 
report was prepared. 

IPO does not intend for this report to encourage or discourage patenting. The U.S. Patent & Trademark Office an-
nounced three years ago that it would no longer publish its own report on organizations receiving the most patents, 
because it wanted to discourage “any perception that we believe more is better.” IPO has opted to continue pub-
lishing this IPO report, however, because the number of patents granted is one of the few objective measures of the 
patent system as a whole and the patenting activities of individual industries and companies. IPO and others are 
studying ways to develop more reliable measures of patent quality. 
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NOTES:

1. The number of patents granted does not necessarily indicate the value of a company’s technology, the ef-
fectiveness of its R & D, or whether it will be profitable.  The number of patents per company varies widely 
from industry to industry and from company to company within an industry. 

2. This report was compiled by IPO from data provided by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  Patents 
reported are utility patents granted during calendar year 2009 that listed the organization or a subsidiary as 
the owner on the printed patent document.  If an assignment of rights to an organization or its subsidiary 
was recorded after the patent document was printed, the patent was not counted. Patents in the name of a 
majority-owned company are included with patents of the parent organization if the organization asked IPO 
by March 1, 2010 to include subsidiaries.  Patents that were granted to two or more organizations jointly 
are attributed to the organization listed first on the patent document. 

3. The number of utility patents granted by the USPTO increased to 165,213 in 2009 from 154,699 in 2008.   

4. IPO has published this report annually since 1984 as a service to its members. For annual lists go to 
www.ipo.org/TopPatentOwners. 

5. Next year IPO will list patents under the name of the parent organization that are granted to majority-
owned subsidiaries if the organization provides the names of its majority-owned subsidiaries to IPO by 
March 1, 2011. 

6.  IPO makes reasonable efforts to avoid errors, but cannot assure complete accuracy.


